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March 28, 2006

Instruction: Read the following newspaper article and then write another article
to express your opinions on the questions below.

(1)What have you learned from this newspaper article?

(2)What would it be like to experience life without water?

(3)What do you think we can do to conserve water on a daily basis?

You are free to determine the topic of your writing.

Many kids still dying for a glass of water

The rich world must act to improve water supplies so that dirty water will no longer kill more than a

million children every year.

By Kevin Watkins
THE GUARDIAN, LONDON
Tuesday, Mar 14, 20006, Page 9, Taipei Times

FEE ¢ http://www. taipeitimes. com/News/editorials/archives/2006/03/14/2003297312
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Water, the Symbol of Economic Equality

The gap between the developed and the developing economies exists not only in
terms of purchasing power, but also in terms of different access to clean water and
sanitation. People living in relatively less economic developed countries pays more
effort, cost and time to acquire the water needed, compared to the people in the rich
countries. The water used by the poor people is much costly, however, the quality is
poor. The poor water quality, lack of water supply and the bad sanitation condition
result in the catastrophe of death and illness in many third world countries.

Water is a source of life. Qualified water supply means a kind of dignity and the
equality of opportunity of the people. Life without water for a short time just makes
us feel the inconvenient, thirsty, and uncomfortable. However, the lack of clean
water supply and equal access for a long time will destroy people’ s hope and vision.

In the rich countries, the shortage of water may just means that people have no
cheap water for swimming in the pool or for washing the cars. But in poor countries,
1t may means death.

Certain social reformation and economic development are needed in the poor
countries to solve the global water crisis. People in rich countries could help by
reducing the waste of water every day and by donating more, in terms of both the
water and the money. The involvement of the global leadership in rich countries
also could effectively escalate the aid agenda regarding minimizing the gap of water
access between the developed and the developing world.

B H—4% : WE— R
Waters Is Not Just Our Privilege

Water crisis has posed a threat that is far greater than [ have ever imagined to
the underprivileged, and the idea goes even further. Not only do they lose health but
they are deprived of a normal life, the need to be educated and even the convenience
of physical emergency, and nature calls. It is hard for us, who come by water too
easily, to imagine that getting water means a 6-kilometer hike and a 20-kilogram
weight-lifting, not in an air-conditioned fitness center, but in the scorching hot
sun. Water is also so cheap for us to purchase or waste, even cheaper than the oil in
some places.

We only suffer this kind of water crisis under rare circumstances, which last no
longer than a week at most, but that tortures us enough when there are no drinking
fresh water, no hand-washing, no toilet-flushing and no showers. At the thought of
these, [ have already sensed that [ shall quench my thirst now. Nobody wishes a life
without water would be endowed on him so we should have started to give a hand and
come up with some solutions to work it out for those who have been suffering from the
request for sufficient clean water.

Anytime and anywhere, water is being wasted, unnoticed. The act of conserving
water 1s the responsibility of every human being living on this planet. Every drop
of water kept is worthy because a drop of water saved from being wasted may in all
conserve a whole beautiful lake.
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Be the Change

Mahatma Gandhi once said, “Be the change you want to see in the world.” Through
the United Nation’ s Millennium Development Goal, we are a step closer to easing the
pain of no or less water supply in the developing countries, and a step backward,
away from indifference.

“Water is a source of life, dignity and equality of opportunity.” It is
petrifying to know that more than one billion people have no source of drinking water
or that there are people who have to hike a long way just to carry their daily water
to use. We should all stop being ignorant of these problems that are happening every
day in some part of our world! We, people who live in comparatively rich countries,
should start cherishing the water resources that we often took it for granted and
confine ourselves to the extravagant use of the water supply, such as turning off
water while brushing our teeth or take showers instead of tub baths. There are also
little things we do would save more water, such as accumulating the water that we
wash vegetables or fruit to flush our toilets and water our garden.

A life without water is like a sunflower without sun. It will not be as easy as
we do live today. Imagine it and put ourselves into the shoes of the people who do
not have an easy way of getting their usage of clean water. Let us be the change! I
believe that every single one of us is just like a small drop of water, but with us
gathering together, like the ocean, we can create wonders!
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entence A Day (FEEEEY)

| was in love with you. & L{RT !

| will love you with all my heart and soul. F&2.02EHEZIR -

No one can take her place in my heart. %G A 7] DI HIAEE L H AT HEAT -

He was carried away by her passion. flifithfrZ & 7 8E -

| hope I'll meet my Mr. Right (Prince Charming) this year. Ik#&HLESHFRESERHET T -
They are just right for each other. fffiELE KAIT—%t -

My mother and father were childhood sweethearts. &% 25T °

He’s seeing somebody. fiHZ AL T -

9 She has been busy checking out the guys. #th—E |t BAHL -

10 Take your time. If it's meant to be, it's meant to be. 18183k - @ &4 A SHEEr 34 -
11 They lived happily ever after. fli{f{E Ltk REgsEmgny H £ -

12 They have always been true to each other. fiff'{¥H i it —BHE&MEEEH -

13 The way he talks makes him look like a boy scout. fthZ@EEAtE TR EERGFEEE A -
14 He swears up and down that he still loves her. fliASET 2R S 2

15 | have no guts to ask her out. /&G BRI ZE -
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